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1983 MEDINFO World Conference
Crowned with Success

MEDENFO 83, the fourth World Conference on
Medical Informatics, was held in Amsterdam from

-

Picture 1. HRH Pricess Margriet receives flower with
Dr. Jan Roukens, Chairman of the Organizing committee.

August 8 to 14, 1983. At the opening ceremony, confer-
ence delegates were honored by the presence of the HRH
Princess Margriet of the Netherlands, who opened the
conference, (see Picture 1).

The conference attracted 1,900 people, including
MEDINFO Seminar participants and 400 scientific papers
and posters were presented. Two keynote speeches were
presented: "Design for Decisions—A 25-year Perspec-
tive," by Prof. Lee Lusted of the United States; and "The
Relevance of Economic Policy and Informatics to
Health Care," by Prof. Jan Tinbergen (Picture 2), Nobel
Laureate in Economics from the Netherlands. Confer-
ence proceedings are available from the North Holland
Publishing Company.
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Picture 2. Nobel Lauriate Dr. Jan Tihbergen delivering
the key note speech.
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Hospital Computer Center, University of Tokyo Hospital,

7 Hongo, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113 Japan
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St. Faith's Hospital, London Road, UK-Brentwood Essex, UK



Dr. Hans Peterson was elected as
IMIA President

At the sixth General Assembly of the IMIA held in
Amsterdam on August 21 and 22, 1983, Dr. Hans Peterson,
director of the Medical Information System in Stockholm
County, Sweden, was elected IMIA's new president.
Succeeding Dr. David Shires, Dr. Peterson will lead IMIA
for the next three years.

At the closing ceremony of MEDINFO '83, Dr. Peterson

presented the following message:
* * *

I want to thank you, David, for your nice words and
for the times we have spent together. You have always
been very helpful and encouraging, not only to me, but to
all people around you. IMIA is a very new organization,
and it is always difficult without a long tradition to please
many people and to find acceptable solutions. You have
always done that in a very gentle and intelligent way.

I am personally very pleased that we have changed the
bylaws so that we now have a past president (serving in
an advisory capacity to the new president). We shall
have the pleasure of working with you and shall have
your experience available to us.

I also want to thank the national representatives to the
IMIA General Assembly for selecting me as the next
president.

As a new organization, IMIA has its problems. To
solve some of these I think that my efforts should be
concentrated on getting more national societies to join
our association, to improve our financial position, and
to make the management procedures smoother and more
effective.

IMIA's activities, apart from organizing MEDINFO
conferences, include trying to solve problems in our area
by setting up working groups and working conferences. It
is my great pleasure to tell you that three new working
groups have been approved by the General Assembly
namely, groups on Nursing Informatics, Coding Systems,
and Health Informatics and Developing Countries.

During the next two years, there are going to be five
working conferences per year. This is the maximum
we can have and not conflict with other activities.

As most of you already know, our next MEDINFO
(world conference) will take place in Washington, D. C.,
in October 1986.1 hope that all of you will be there; but
to make this possible, you have to start planning for it,
not next year, but on Monday. I am convinced that our
American friends will make the MEDINFO '86 a most
outstanding conference and I wish you all welcome to
Washington D. C.

SUMMARY OF IMIA's 1983 ACTIVITIES

IMIA Membership Grows

Argentina (SADIO), the Peoples' Republic of China
(CMIA), Brazil (SUCESU), and Italy (AICA) were
recently admitted to IMIA as full members.

Japan has formed a new medical informatics society
and IMIA membership has been switched to this new
society, whose name is the Japan Association for
Medical Informatics.

The names of thees organizations and their repre-
sentatives to IMIA are listed on the last page of this
newsletter.

Election of New Officers

The following officers were elected at the 1983 meeting of
the IMIA General Assembly:

President: Dr. Hans Peterson
Vice President: Dr. Shigekoto Kaihara
Past President: Dr. David Shires
Treasurer: Mr. John Flint
Secretary: Mr. William Abbott.

Regional Organization

Every year IMIA Europe (EFMI) holds a conference.
This year's conference is scheduled for Brussels, Belgium,
and in 1985 for Helsinki, Finland.

After being established by the IMIA General As-
sembly, IMIA-LAC (the Latin American and Carribean
branch of IMIA) extended an invitation to IMIA to hold
its General Assembly in Buenos Aires—an invitation
that was gratefully accepted.

Dr. van Bemmel Elected as MEDINFO Program Com-
mitee Chairman

MEDINFO '86 will be held in Washington, D. C., from
October 26 through 31, 1986. The sponsoring organization
is the U.S. Council for MEDINFO '86, an umbrella
organization of U.S. medical and medical informatics
societies. The Organizing Committee chairman is
Dr. Donald A. B. Lindberg, of Missouri, and the Pro-
gram Committee Chairman is Dr. Jan van Bemmel, of
the Free University, Amsterdam.

Working Groups
Four new working groups were approved at the General
Assembly in Amsterdam. IMIA now has ten working
groups, the newest of which are
WG 7 Biomedical Pattern Recognition
WG 8 Nursing Informatics
WG9 Medical Informatics in Developing Countries
WG 10 Hospital Information Systems

Working Conferences

Two working conferences were held in 1983. A report
of those conferences, together with a list of forthcoming
conferences, their dates and venues, appear on page 3.



WORKING CONFERENCES SUMMARY

IMIA holds several working conferences every year. This
report, however, covers the highlights of only one of the
conferences held in 1983, since information could not be
obtained on the other conferences.

Information Science and Medical Education
March 21-25, 1983, Chamonix, France

This working conference was held by IMIA Working
Group number one, the name of which is the same as
the title of this conference. Thanks to the efforts by Dr. A.
Levy, of the USA and Dr. J. C. Pages, of France, who
together did such an excellent job of organizing the
program, the conference was a great success. The lectures,
discussions, and recommendations of the conference
have been published by the North Holland Publishing
Company.

More than forty conference delegates gathered from
twelve countries: from Belgium, 1; Canada, 2; Cuba, 1;
France, 21; the United States, 3; the United Kingdom, 3;
the Federal Republic of Germany, 4; Ireland, 1; the
Netherlands, 2; Morocco, 1; Sweden, 1; and Switzerland, 1;

IMIA Working Group number one will continue to
facilitate the exchange of the professional experiences of

representatives among the member countries, as well as to
update the recommendations issued at each conference.

Invitation to SCAMC

The Eighth Annual Symposium on Computer
Applications in Medical Care will be held on November
4-7, 1984 at Hilton Hotel, Washington, D.C.

IMIA is one of the sponsors of this conference. It
will offer an opportunity for physicians, nurses and
administrators to share with computer and information
scientist, engineers and mathematicians ideas and ex-
periences in applying computer technology to problems in
health care delivery, research and policy. The
program will include both theoretical and practical
treatment of the art and science of applying and using
information technology in health care, the current
problems being experienced, the alternative ap-
proaches being pursued, the innovative applications
being implemented and tested, and the professional
and institutional programs promoting and supporting
the improvement and dissemination of computer
applications in health care.

All inquiries are to be sent to
Gerald S. Cohen, SCAMC-Office of CME George
Washington University Medical Center, 2300 K Street
N. W., Washington D. C. 20037 Tel. 202/676-8928

FUTURE WORKING CONFERENCES

Place Conference Theme and Names of Chairmen of the OC and PC

1984

9/26-28 Ottawa, The Role of informatics in health data coding and classification systems
Canada

October Brindsi, The Role of Informatics in the Reconstruction of Health care Systems
Italy

1985

Spring Brussels, Computer ECG Analysis Towards Standardization
Belgium J. L. Willems, H. V. Pippberger

Spring Munich, Ambulatory care information systems
FR. G WG 5

Spring Tokyo, Homeostasis in Healthy People
Japan T. Yasaka, E. K. Harris

6/? Stockholm, Man Machine communication in Health Care
Sweden H. Peterson

9/? Berlin, Progress in Functional Analysis by Method of Medical Informatics
G.D.R. J. Michels

May Banff, Nursing Informatics
Canada

? ?

WG9

September ~ Prague,
Czechoslovakia

Health Informatics in Developing Countries

Support of Medical Care Decision making




ACTIVITIES OF MEMBER COUNTRIES

Irish Computer Society-Health Care Specialist Group

President: Prof. Sean Lavelle,
Address:  Faculty of Experimental Medicine,

Galway University, Galway, Ireland.
No. of Members Registered=200

Unregistered/occasional =400

Activities
Representation/Participation: IMIA, on both Council
and Chairing sessions. European Federation for
Medical Informatics at conferences. Attendance at
conferences.
MIE '82: held in Dublin in March 1982. Five hundred
twenty-five participants; ten papers submitted by Ireland.
Presentations: Demonstrations of state of the art systems
and data technology with sessions on strategic planning,
and implementation of health computerisation policies on
specialization developments. Workshop and training
seminars also.
Book Reviews: Reviews on North Holland Publishing
Co.'s publications on medical informatics topics are
written and published. A library is being started.

German Society of Medical
Informatics and Statistics
(Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Medizinische

Dokumentation, Informatik und Statistik—GMDS)

President: Prof. Dr. Victor,
Abt. Biomathematik, Frankfurter Str. 100,
D-6300 Giessen, F.R.G.
GMDS Secretary: Haedenkampstrasse 1, D-5000 Koln
41, Telephone: 0221/4004256

The GMDS is Europe's the oldest (first meeting, 1951;
foundation, 1956) and largest scientific society in medical
documentation, informatics, and statistics. At present
there are about 850 members, mainly from the Federal
Republic of Germany but also from many other countries.
The main activities of the GMDS are the further education
of its members in all disciplines of medical informatics and
statistics, the presentation of research results, the
exchange of experiences, the advancement of teaching
and research in connection with governmental and other
grant giving institutions, and establishing contact with
other national and international scientific societies and
institutions.

Every year there are at least one large congress and
other smaller meetings, the proceedings of which are
published by the Springer Verlag Berlin Heidelberg, New
York, in a series entitled Lecture Notes in Medical
Informatics, edited by Lindberg and Reichertz, and
Medizinische Informatik und Statistik, edited by Koller,
Reichertz, Uberla. In the last two years the GMDS has
published the following titles: Follow up and Medical
Progress Analysis  (Nachsorge-und Krankheitsverlauf-
analyse, ed. Horbach, Duhme); Therapy Studies (Therapi-

estudien, ed. Victor, Dudeck, Broscio); Quality Assurance in
Medicine (Qualitditssicherung in der Medizin, ed.
Selbmann, van Eimeren); The Computer and Bloodbank-
ing, ed. Mohr, Kluge.

The 27th annual congress was held in September 1982 in
Hamburg. The main theme was "Methods of Statistics and
Informatics in Epidemiology and Diagnostics." More
than 400 people participated in the congress and
about eighty papers were presented. The proceedings
were published and were available in December 1982.
The 28th annual congress was held in Heidelberg from
September 26 through 29, 1983, under the theme "The
Contribution of Information Processing to the Progress
of Medicine." The GMDS presents in cooperation with the
German Society of Informatics, certificate entitled
"Medizinischer Informatiker" (Scientist for Medical
Informatics) and, in cooperation with the German
Biometric Society, the certificate "Biometrie in der
Medizin" (Medical Biometry). Each title certifies the
recipients' ability for leadership in his or her respective
field. The Paul-Martini-Prize (DM20,000) is presented
during the annual GMDS congress for methodological
research in clinical pharmacological fields. This prize is
sponsored by the Paul-Martini-Foundation, which acts in
close cooperation with the GMDS. The GMDS is
comprised of different executive, administrative, and
working parts. The Executive Board consists of seven
members and meets approximately five times a year.

There are also working groups which are open to every
GMDS member. Some of these groups are: Surgery,
Neurology-Neurosurgery,  Pathology, = Occupational
Medicine, EDP-Application Criteria, Epidemiology, Data-
processing in Laboratories, Mathematical Models, Medical
Free Text-processing, Health Education, Pattern
Recognition, Quality Assurance, Codes and Classification,
Statistical Evaluation Systems, Statistical Methods,
Systematized Preventive Medicine, Informatics and
Intensive Medicine, Systems and System Development,
Health Care Research, Terminology, and Therapeutic
Research.

INVITATION TO MIE 84

The fifth International MIE (Medical Informa-
tics Europe) Congress will be held in Brussels,
Belgium, from 10 through 13, September 1984,
on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the
MIM (the Belgian Society for Medical Informa-
tics.)

J.L. WILLEMS

Chairman, Organizing Committee

F.H. ROGER

Chairman, Program Committee

CONGRESS SECRETARIAT: MIE '84 c/o

Destree Congres

Rue du College St. Michel 10

1150 brussels, BELGIUM




List of IMIA National Members and Representatives

ARGENTINA
s Sociedad de Informatica Biomedica
r Valerio Yacobsohn
Parimera Junta 349
(1642) San Isidro, ARGENTINA
Tel. 3938406
AUSTRALIA
s Australian Computer Society
r D. M. BENNETT
Alfred Hospital
Commercial road
PR AH AN VICTORIA 3181,
AUSTRALIA
Tel. 03520-2296
AUSTRIA
s Oesterreichische Computergesellschaft
Wollzeile 1-3 A-1010 Wien, Austria
r Doz. Dr. Glinter GELL
Universitatsklinik fiir Radiologie
Auenbruggerplatz 9
A-8036 Graz, AUSTRIA
Tel. 0316 385-598
BELGIUM
s Belgische Vereniging voor Medische
Informatica
Societe Belge d'Informatique Medicale
r J. L. WILLEMS
Afdeling Medische Informatica
Az. St. Raphael
Kapucynenvoer 35
3000 LEUVEN, BELGIUM
Tel. 32-16-21 21 11, Telex 24484
BRAZIL
s SUCESU
r Robert J. RODRIGUES
Rua do Carmo, 57-6
Andar
CEP 20011- Rio de Janeiro -rj BRAZIL
Tel. 221-5183, Telex 021 32522
BULGARIA
¢ D. Dochev
Chief Science Secretary
Medical Academy
Boul D. Nestrov 15
SOFIA 1431, BULGARIA
CANADA
s Canadian Organization of Advancement
of Computer in Health
r John Flint Treasurer
York Central Hospital
10 Trench Street
Richmond Hill
Ontario, L4C 4Z3 CANADA
Tel. 883 2027
CUBA
r Dr. Emilio MORALES
Direcciébn SAD
Ministerio de Salud Publica
Calle M. No 260 e/19 y 21
Vedado, La Habana (ZP-4), CUBA
CZECHOSLOVAKIA
s Czechoslovak Society of
Biomedical Engineering
Paprskova 15
14600 Praha 4-Krc, CZECHOSLOVAKIA
rJ. ZVAROVA
address same as above

s—member society; r—representative; c—corresponding member

DENMARK

s Dansk Selskab for Medicinsk Data-
behandling

r Dr. HILDEN
Dansk Selskab for Medicinsk
Databehandling
Kronprinsensgade 14
DK-1114 Copenhagen
Denmark
Tel. 01-111123

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

s Deutche Gesellschaft fiir Medizinische
Dokumentation
Informatik und Statistik e.V.

c/o Mr. Stobrawa
Haedenkampstrasse 41
D-5000 K6ln 41
F.R.G.

r Prof. Dr. C. Th. EHLERS
Lehrstuhl fiir Medizinische
Datenverarbeitung
Universtat Goettingen
Busgenweg 4
D-3400 Goettingen, F. R. G.

FRANCE

s Fédération Nationale des Associations
pour les Applications
de I'lnformatique a la Médecine
c/o R. Salamon

r R. SALMON
Department d'Informatique
University de Bordeaux I1
146 rue Leo Saignat
F-33076 Bordeaux Cedex, FRANCE

FINLAND

s Terveydenhuollon Tietojenkasittely-
yhdistys
(The Finnish Society for Medical

Informatics)

r I. S. VAANANEN
Helsinki University hospital
SF-00290 HELSINKI 29, FINLAND

GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

r J. MICHEL
Institut fiir medizinische
Physik und Biophysik
des Bereichs Medizin (Charite)
der Humboldt-Universitét zu Berlin
Invalidenstrasse 42
DDR-1040 BERLIN
G.D.R.

Tel. 28 97 305/306

HUNGARY

s John v. Neumann Society

r . MADARASZ
Cybernetic Laboratory
University of Szeged
Aradi vertanuh ter 1
H-6720 SZEGED, HUNGARY

IRELAND

s Health Care Specialist Group
Irish Conputer Society
Shelbourne House
Shelbourne Road
Dublin 4, IRELAND

r Diarmuid UACONAILL
Biochemistry Laboratory
Mater Hospital

DUBLIN 7, IRELAND
Tel. 01 301122 ext 97
INDIA
s Computer Society of India
r A.D. TASKAR
c/o Institution of Engineers
15 Haji Ali Park
Bombay 400-034, INDIA
ISRAEL
s Information Processing Association of
Israel
r J.RAVIV
Director, IBM Research Center
Technion
Technion City
Haifa, ISRAEL
ITALY
s Associazione Italiana peril Calculo
Automatica (AICA)
r A. FERNANDEZ PEREZ DE TALENS
Fisiologia Clinica C. N. R.
Via Savi, 8
1-56100
Pisa, ITALY
JAPAN
s Japan Association for
Medical Informatics
r S. KAIHARA vice president
Director of Hospital Computer Center
University of Tokyo Hospital
7 Hongo, Bunkyo-ku,
TOKYO 113 JAPAN
Tel. 03 815 5411 ext 8126
MEXICO
s Academia Mexicana de Informatica,
A.C.
r E. MOLING
Edifico 1, Apt. No. 701
Via Olimpica
14020 MEXICO, 22 D. F.
MEXICO
MOROCCO
¢ El. ALJ
Faculte des Sciences
Dept. des Mathematiques
B. P. 1014
Rabat, MOROCCO
NETHERLANDS
s Vereniging voor Medische en Bio-
logische Informatie-Verwerking
r H.J. ROELANTS
P.O. Box 14066
NL-3508 SC Utrecht
The Netherlands
Tel. (0) 30-322743
NEW ZEALAND
s The New Zealand Computer Society
r I. SYMONDS
Medical Laboratory Wellington
Kelvin Chambers
16 The Terrace
Wellington 1, NEW ZEALAND
NIGERIA
c. F. AGBALAJOBI
Deyartment of Computer Services
University of Lagos
Lagos, NIGERIA



NORWAY
s Forum for Databehandling i
Helsesektoren
Postuttak, Oslo 1
Norway
Tel. 472 3560 20 ext 320
r S. Chr. SOMMERFELT
Rikshospitalet
University hospital
Dept. Chinical Chemistry
Pilestredet 32
OSLO 1, NORWAY
Tel. 472 201050
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
s China Medical Informatics Association
(CMIA)
r GUO RONGIJIANG
1A, Beihuan XI LU,
Beijing, PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF
CHINA
Tel. 654631, 447981, 655557
POLAND
¢ K. FIALKOWSKI
ul. Gwardzistow 10a m. 10
PL-00-422 Warszawa, POLAND
PORTUGAL
¢ M. J. Matos BARBOSA
Director of computer services
c/o Centro Calculo Automatico
Universidade de Coimbra
P-3000 Coimbra, PORTUGAL
SINGAPORE
¢ SAM CHONG WO
Ministry of health
Republic of Singapore
Hyderabad Road
SINGAPORE 5
SOUTH AFRICA
s The South African Medical Informatics
Association

r L. K. BREDELL
Dept. of Computer Services
Tygerberg Hospital
Private Bag
ZA-7505 Tygerberg,
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
SPAIN
s Sociedad Espanola de Informatica
Medica
r A. FERNANDEZ DE SOTO
HERNANZ
Director of programs of medicine
Fundesco: Funcacion para el desarrollo
de la funcion Social de las communi-
caciones
Principe de Vergara 63
Madrid 6, SPAIN
Tel. 4113925
SWEDEN
s Swedish Society of Medical Information
Processing
c/o H. Peterson
P.O. Box 558
S-101 27 Stockholm, Sweden
r HPETERSON president
Haumlautlso-och Sjukvardsnaum-
lautmnden
P.O. Box 9099
S-10272
Stockholm 10, SWEDEN
Tel. (46) 8180000 home: 87603628
SWITZERLAND
r Prof. Dr. J. R. SCHERRER
Division d'Informaique
Hospital Cantonal
CH-1211 Geneve 4, SWITZERLAND
UNITED KINGDOM
s British Computer Society-Medical
Specialist group
r W.C. ABBOTT secretary

Regional Management Services
St. Faith's Hospital

London Road

Brentwood Essex, U.K.

U.S.A.

s American Federation of Information
Processing Societies (AFIPS)
1815 North Lynn Street
Arlington, Virginia 22209

r D. A. B. LINDBERG Trustee
Director, Information Science Group
University of Missouri
School of Medicine
605 Lewis Hall
Columbia, Missouri 65201, U.S.A.
Tel. 314-882-6966
Telex 442470 UBS UMOC COMA

U.S.S.R.

¢ D. D. Venediktov
Dir. All-Union Scientific Res
Inst. of Medical & Med. Tech.
USSR- Ministry of Health
Mosc Voretskaya NAB, 2a
SU-109240 Moscow
USSR

YUGOSLAVIA

¢ M. MARIC
Institute "Mihjlo Pupin"
BEOGRAD P.0.B. 906, YUGOSLAVIA

EUROPEAN FEDERATION FOR
MEDICAL INFORMATICS
F. H. Rogers
Cliniques Universitaires
St. Luc
Centre d'Informatique Medicale
Av. Hippocrate 10
B-1200 Brussels
Belgium
Tel. (32)-2-7623400

IMIA PUBLICATION OF MEDICAL INFORMATICS
AVAILABLE FROM NORTH HOLLAND PUBLISHING CO.

Title

Editors

year Price

Meeting the Challenge

Medinfo83

Medinfo 83 Seminars

An International Review

Where do we stand?

Informatics and Medical Education

The applications of Computers in Cardiology

The Impact of Computers on Nursing

Data Protection in Health Information Systems

J. Page
A.H. Levy
F. Gremy

J. Anderson

G.M. Quetglas
P.W. Macfarlane

A. Fez Peres Detalens

J.C. Aguilar

J.H. van Bemmel
MIJ. Ball
0. Wiegerz

O. Fokkens et al

M. Scholes
Y. Bryant
B. Barber

G. Griesser
J.P. Jardel
D.J. Kenny
K. Sauter

1983 US$ 51.00

1983 US$ 68.00

1983 US$180.75

1983 US$ 57.50
1982 US$ 60.00

1982 USS$ 42.50




